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Abstract 

This study examines the crisis in Ukraine and its potential for sparking a third world war. The 

research problem focuses on the geopolitical tensions and the risks of a global conflict resulting 

from Russia's invasion of Ukraine. The research questions aim to investigate the implications of 

the crisis for regional and international security, as well as the possible strategies for resolving 

the conflict peacefully. The objective of the study is to provide an appraisal of the crisis and its 

potential for a wider conflict, as well as to offer recommendations for promoting regional 

stability. The research methodology involves a review of existing literature, data collection, 

analysis, synthesis, and conclusions and recommendations. The findings indicate that the crisis 

has serious implications for regional and international security, and the possibility of a third 

world war cannot be ruled out. Diplomatic efforts, including sanctions and dialogue, are 

necessary to resolve the conflict and promote regional stability. The recommendations include 

intensifying arms control and disarmament efforts, imposing sanctions on Russia, initiating 

dialogue between Russia and Ukraine, and working together as an international community to 

find a peaceful solution to the crisis.  
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Introduction 

In February 2014, Ukraine's political crisis began when President Yanukovych rejected an EU 

association agreement, opting for closer ties with Russia. This led to his ousting, Russia's 

annexation of Crimea, and separatist movements in Donetsk and Luhansk, sparking an ongoing 

conflict marked by mutual accusations of aggression and legal violations (BBC News, 2022, 

March 15). The situation escalated in late 2021 with Russia amassing troops near Ukraine and 

launching an offensive in early 2022, prompting international condemnation and economic 

sanctions on Russia (Reuters, 2022, April 12). Russia's actions, seen as a violation of Ukraine's 

sovereignty, raised fears of a potential third world war, challenging the international order 

(Council on Foreign Relations, 2022, April 11). 

 

Research Problem 

The Russian invasion of Ukraine raises concerns about global peace and security, with fears of a 

potential Third World War. The Council on Foreign Relations warns that the Ukraine-Russia 

conflict could escalate, straining relations between Russia and the West and increasing the risk of 

broader military conflict (Council on Foreign Relations, 2022). Kramer (2021) notes that 

Crimea's annexation has led to a new war in Europe, threatening regional stability. The BBC 

(2022) reports on significant troop build-ups by both Ukraine and Russia. This research aims to 

appraise the likelihood of a Third World War and its potential consequences for global security. 

 

Research Questions 

1. What are the immediate geopolitical consequences of the Russian invasion on global 

stability? 

2. How has the invasion affected international principles of sovereignty and territorial 

integrity, and what are the implications for global security? 

3. How can diplomatic, economic, and strategic measures de-escalate the conflict and 

prevent a Third World War? 

 

Objectives of the Study 

1. To analyze geopolitical impacts of the Russian invasion of Ukraine, focusing on global 

power responses and regional stability. 

2. To assess international community effectiveness in addressing sovereignty and territorial 

integrity challenges posed by the invasion. 

3. To propose diplomatic, economic, and strategic measures to de-escalate the conflict and 

prevent a Third World War. 

 

Literature Review 

Historical Relationship between Russia and Ukraine 

The relationship between Russia and Ukraine has a long and complex history, marked by periods 

of cooperation and conflict. One of the earliest instances of interaction dates back to the Kievan 

Rus, a medieval state that included parts of what are now Ukraine and Russia (Zaprudnik, 2014). 

Over the centuries, Ukraine was ruled by various powers, including Poland-Lithuania, the 

Ottoman Empire, and the Russian Empire (Wilson, 2015). During the Soviet era, Ukraine was 

one of the republics within the USSR, with its relationship with Russia defined by Moscow's 

http://www.iiardjournals.org/
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dominance over Kiev (Kudelia, 2014). Following the Soviet Union's collapse in 1991, Ukraine 

gained independence, complicating its relationship with Russia. A treaty of friendship and 

cooperation was signed in 1997, but tensions rose as Ukraine pursued closer ties with the West 

(Laruelle, 2017). The conflict escalated in 2014 when protests in Kiev led to the ousting of pro-

Russian President Viktor Yanukovych, prompting Russia to annex Crimea and support separatist 

movements in eastern Ukraine (Sasse, 2016). Despite efforts like the 2015 Minsk II Agreement, 

aimed at ending the conflict, tensions and occasional violence continue (Shekhovtsov, 2019). 

 

Ukraine and the Ongoing Russian Invasion 

The Russian invasion of Ukraine began in 2014 following the Euromaidan protests and the 

ousting of Yanukovych (BBC News, 2014). Russia annexed Crimea in March 2014, citing the 

protection of ethnic Russians, a move widely condemned by the international community (BBC 

News, 2021; UN, 2014). The conflict escalated as Russian-backed separatists in eastern Ukraine 

declared independence, resulting in significant displacement and casualties (OSCE, 2023). 

Despite ongoing negotiations and efforts to implement the Minsk agreements, the conflict 

remains unresolved and tense (BBC News, 2015). 

 

Motivations of the Actors Involved 

Ukraine aims to preserve its territorial integrity and sovereignty, seeking international support 

against Russian aggression and strengthening ties with the West, including NATO and the EU 

(Council on Foreign Relations, 2022). Russia's motivations include maintaining regional 

influence, protecting ethnic Russians, and countering what it perceives as anti-Russian policies 

by Ukraine (Kramer, 2021). The international community, led by the US and the EU, has 

imposed sanctions on Russia and supported Ukraine militarily and financially (BBC, 2022). 

 

Analyzing the Possibility of a Third World War 

The Russian invasion of Ukraine has heightened fears of a broader conflict, including the 

potential for a third world war (Rachman, 2014). Economic sanctions and increased military 

activities by NATO and Russia have exacerbated tensions (BBC News, 2020; 2021). The 

situation is further complicated by Russia's ties with China, raising concerns about a possible 

military alliance (BBC News, 2022). Diplomatic efforts are crucial to prevent further escalation 

and achieve lasting peace. 

 

Comparative Analysis of the World Wars and the Current Conflict 

The First and Second World Wars erupted due to complex political alliances, imperialism, 

nationalism, and specific triggering events such as the assassination of Archduke Franz 

Ferdinand and Hitler's invasion of Poland (Hobsbawm, 1994; MacMillan, 2013; Mazower, 

2008). In contrast, the Russia-Ukraine conflict is driven by regional tensions, geopolitical 

rivalries, and ethnic divisions, with the annexation of Crimea in 2014 being a pivotal moment 

(Kramer, 2015). While the World Wars involved multiple global powers and far-reaching 

alliances, the current conflict is more localized, reflecting modern geopolitical dynamics and the 

struggle between Ukraine's Western aspirations and Russia's desire to maintain influence. 

Despite differences in scale and scope, the potential for escalation and broader global 

implications remains significant. 
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Methodology 

For the research topic "Russia's Invasion of Ukraine and the possibility of a Third World War: 

An Appraisal," a mixed-methods approach combining qualitative and quantitative methods was 

adopted. Qualitative methods, including secondary data collection and content analysis, provided 

insights into historical and political contexts, as well as stakeholders' perspectives from 

government documents, scholarly input, and international organization reports.. 

 

Theoretical Framework 

The Russian invasion of Ukraine and the potential for a third world war can be understood 

through various theoretical lenses, including realism, liberalism, and constructivism. Realism, as 

advocated by Morgenthau and Waltz, highlights power and self-interest in international politics. 

While criticized for its pessimism, realism illuminates Russia's aggressive actions in Crimea and 

eastern Ukraine to secure strategic interests. This framework helps grasp Ukraine's struggle to 

maintain sovereignty (Morgenthau, 1948; Waltz, 1979; Keohane, 1989). 

 

Role of Diplomacy and International Institutions 

Diplomacy and international institutions have been crucial in addressing the conflict between 

Russia and Ukraine. The Minsk agreements, facilitated by France and Germany, aimed to 

establish a ceasefire in eastern Ukraine but have seen limited success (Council on Foreign 

Relations, 2022). The conflict has raised concerns about sovereignty and territorial integrity, 

with Russia's annexation of Crimea violating international norms (United Nations General 

Assembly, 2019). Despite condemnation, the conflict persists, fueling tensions between Russia 

and NATO (NATO, 2022). 

 

Media and Propaganda 

Media and propaganda have exacerbated the conflict, shaping public opinion and hindering 

peace efforts. Both sides have utilized media to influence perceptions, portraying each other 

negatively and inciting fear and hostility (Wilson & Gudkov, 2017; Rutland, 2019). This 

propaganda war has polarized international opinion, making resolution challenging and 

increasing the risk of escalation (Möller, 2018; Bystrov, 2018; Barr, 2018). Achieving a peaceful 

resolution remains uncertain due to trust issues and disagreements over Crimea and eastern 

Ukrainian territories (Gerasimchuk, 2018; Kuzio, 2018). Despite challenges, diplomatic efforts 

through the UN and initiatives like the Normandy Format persist, albeit slowly (United Nations 

General Assembly, 2019; Normandy Format, 2022). 

 

Economic Sanctions 

Economic sanctions by the US and EU target Russia's economy to pressure compliance with 

international law but face debate over effectiveness (U.S. Department of State, 2022). Military 

aid from NATO countries to Ukraine aims to bolster defense but raises concerns about escalation 

(NATO, 2022). International legal actions, including cases filed at the ICJ and ICC, seek 

accountability for war crimes but face challenges in enforcement and compliance (International 

Court of Justice, 2017; International Criminal Court, 2022). One can say that, while diplomacy, 

economic sanctions, military aid, and legal actions constitute the international response to the 

Russia-Ukraine conflict, challenges persist in achieving a peaceful resolution. Propaganda, trust 
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deficits, and disagreements over territorial issues hinder progress, underscoring the complexity 

of the conflict and the need for continued international engagement. 

 

Findings 

The Russia-Ukraine conflict poses significant regional and global security risks due to Crimea's 

annexation and ongoing aggression in Eastern Ukraine. Geopolitical tensions and nuclear 

proliferation raise concerns about a potential third world war. Hardcore diplomatic efforts, 

sanctions, and dialogue are vital to resolving the crisis and maintaining regional stability. 

 

Recommendations 

The international community should pursue an unbiased hardcore diplomatic engagement, 

mediation, and confidence-building measures to resolve the Russian-Ukrainian crisis peacefully. 

Severe sanctions targeting Russia's aggression are necessary, requiring coordinated efforts and 

adaptability. Direct dialogue between Russia and Ukraine, inclusive of stakeholders, is essential. 

Intensified international arms control and disarmament efforts, including transparency measures 

and multilateral cooperation, are crucial to mitigate the risk of global conflict. It is important to 

note that the implementation of these recommendations will require a concerted effort from the 

international community, a willingness to compromise, and a long-term commitment to 

achieving peace and stability in the region. 
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